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Dear Western Region Vincentians:
The July issue of OUT OF POVERTY… starts with a spiritual reading from St. John
Chrysostom, continues with an article on Vincentian Blessed Pier Giorgio
Frassati, and another on the “impact that even one person can make”. They all
offer material for our personal reflection.
In the ”issue discussion”, there is a report on the humanitarian crisis at our
Southern Border with thousands of children and families escaping violence in
Central America and apprehended by the Border Patrol. They are very
vulnerable and their future is uncertain. VOP Vincentians are helping and
continue to advocate for both immigration reform and a compassionate
treatment of these migrants/refugees. Three stories provided by Bishop Mark
Seitz of El Paso at a hearing in the House Judiciary Committee explain the
realities these children are escaping from.
An article on helping the homelessness emphasizes that any solution begins
with recognizing the dignity of each person caught in such extreme poverty.
Restorative Justice is our next topic -- in Delaware, SVdP has been very active in
this area for years with inmate’s Conferences in the prisons and emergency reentry programs run by Vincentians to facilitate a successful return to the
community. The Mid-Willamette Council in Oregon is also active in this area.
There is much to learn from their experience. Then, a discussion of Part 7 of the
Rule reminds us of the sessions on that topic at the regional meeting in San
Diego.
In the “news from the Western Region”, we have reports about the Western
Region meeting, reports of activities in California and Arizona and information
about the new Voice of the Poor Western region website.
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VOICE OF THE POOR
Voice of the Poor does not take
positions for or against a political
party or individual candidates.

Giulio Grecchi
Tucson Diocesan Council
Voice of the Poor - Western Region Representative
You are receiving OUT OF POVERTY… because you expressed interest in the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul’s Voice of the Poor.
If you no longer wish to receive OUT OF POVERTY… e-mail voiceofthepoorwr@cox.net
with "Delete" in the message.
If you do not receive OUT OF POVERTY… and you would like to receive it directly in
the future, please send a request to voiceofthepoorwr@cox.net
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However, Voice of the Poor is
interested in working with those
elected officials of either party,
who support initiatives that will
benefit people in poverty, children,
elderly, immigrants (documented
or not), and all of those that SVdP
serves.

VOICE OF THE POOR PRAYER (by Ruth Zemek)
Lord of all people,
During your time on earth you identified with the poor and instructed us to care for one another, for our neighbor
and especially for the least of our brothers and sisters.
Be with us as we advocate for the poor.
Help us to persevere in joy and love on their behalf.
Add your voice to ours as we speak out for those who are not heard in our communities.
Guide us as we work, comfortable in the knowledge that we are doing your will for this day, and time, and place,
and that you will take care of tomorrow.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, his Blessed Mother, our patron St. Vincent and our founder Blessed Frederic.

SPIRITUAL REFLECTION

THE EUCHARIST COMMITS US TO THE POOR
This is the title of article 1397 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. The text is a quote from St. John Chrysostom,
archbishop of Constantinople, a Church Father from the fourth century.
“To receive in truth the Body and Blood of Christ, given up for us, we must recognize Christ in the poorest, his brethren:
You have tasted the Blood of the Lord, yet you do not recognize your brother. . . .
You dishonor this table when you do not judge worthy of sharing your food someone judged worthy [by God] to take part
in this meal. . . . God freed you from all your sins and invited you here, but you have not become more merciful.”
St John had a deep understanding of Eucharist, which he explained in a practical manner, specific to everyday life. He was
the first to apply his teaching, founding a series of hospitals in Constantinople to care for the poor.
Another of his quotes says: “Do you wish to honor the body of Christ? Do not ignore him when he is naked. Do not pay him
homage in the temple clad in silk, only then to neglect him outside where he is cold and ill clad. He who said: "This is my
body" is the same who said: "You saw me hungry and you gave me no food", and "Whatever you did to the least of my
brothers you did also to me"... What good is it if the Eucharistic table is overloaded with golden chalices when your brother
is dying of hunger? Start by satisfying his hunger and then with what is left you may adorn the altar as well.
Fast forward to our times, in a similar vein, Robert Pace, an internationally known Christian preacher, told a story about a
photographer working for a religious journal. The editor commissioned him to photograph someone that characterized
the destitute condition of humanity. After a great deal of searching, the photographer captured the perfect picture. From
a shadowed alley, he spotted a beggar pleading for food. The beggar lay stretching from his side toward a grocery store
that displayed freshly baked bread. The photographer got into position and excitedly snapped the picture. Moments later,
he rushed the picture to his editor. The editor agreed that it perfectly depicted humanity’s misery. After congratulating
the photographer, the editor peered deeply into his eyes and asked: “And what assistance did you give the beggar after
the photograph?” With a twist of discomfort, the photographer softly confessed that he had done nothing. The editor
responded: “You got the picture but you didn’t get the message.”

Questions for Reflection
Do we always share ourselves with others as God shared Himself with us?
Do we continue to recognize Christ in everyone we meet?
Are we staying open to everyone: the poor, the homeless, the addicted, the undocumented migrants, etc.?
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Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati

THE MAN OF THE EIGHT BEATITUDES
Information from several Internet sources, including Societa’ di San Vincenzo (Italy), Wikipedia, etc)

Pier Giorgio was born in Turin on April 6, 1901 into a prominent family. His mother, Adelaide Ametis, was a
painter. His father, Alfredo, an agnostic, was a Senator and the founder/owner of the daily "La Stampa". Later,
he served as Italy's ambassador to Germany.
Pier Giorgio was homeschooled for his primary education; he then moved to a public school and, eventually, to
a Jesuit high school. Though an average student, he was known among his peers for his devotion and piety and
he started the practice of daily Communion that he kept for his entire life.
At age 17, he joined the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, devoting most of his free time to the poor, the sick, the
orphans, the veterans. Charity was increasingly the dominant concern for Pier Giorgio.
In 1918, he enrolled in Mining Engineering. Studying,
which he considered his first duty, did not prevent him
from works of social action, charity, prayer and
community. He was involved with Catholic youth and
student groups, the Apostleship of Prayer and Catholic
Action. He joined the Italian Mountaineering
Association. Mountaineering was his other great
passion that he used to talk to others about God. He
went to the theater, the opera, visited museums, loved
painting and music, knew whole passages of Dante’s
Divina Commedia by heart. Frassati was not a passive
"joiner", but active and involved in each group, fulfilling
all the duties of membership.
Despite his family's status, Frassati's father was frugal
and gave little money to his children to spend. Pier
Giorgio, however, gave much of his money to people he
saw as more "needy" than he was, often giving his train
fare to the poor and walking back home. He would also
literally give the poor the clothes off his back, returning
home without the sweater or jacket he had been wearing
when he left.

http://www.oratoriocampofiorenzo.it/pierg/immaginipg/pier%20giorgio3.jpg

In contrast with the conservative ideas of his father, in 1920 he became a member of the Italian Popular Party,
recently founded by Father Sturzo [in those days, clergy participated directly in politics]. "Charity is not enough,
we want social reforms "- he said, pledging to both. He helped establish the newspaper “Momento”, whose
principles were based on Pope Leo XIII's encyclical, Rerum Novarum.
In 1920, he followed his father to Berlin. There he enjoyed attending groups that brought together workers and
students. Like his father, he recognized the true face of fascism and opposed it, just as he had opposed the
oppressive ways of the communists. He was deeply disappointed when the Popular Party joined a government
coalition with the fascists and he became an even stronger anti-fascist and did nothing to hide his political views.
Participating in a Church-organized demonstration in Rome, Frassati withstood police violence and rallied the
other young people by grabbing the banner, which the police had knocked out of someone else's hands. He held
it even higher while using the pole to ward off their blows. When the demonstrators were arrested, he refused
special treatment that he might have received because of his father's political position, preferring to stay with his
friends.
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The writings of St. Catherine of Siena and the fiery speeches of Savonarola, of which he was a fervent
admirer, urged him in 1922 to enter the Dominican Third Order in the name of Brother Jerome.
Two months before graduation, his exuberant youth was cut short in just five days of suffering by polio, most
likely contracted while assisting the sick. He died on July 4, 1925, at the age of 24. His last concerns were for
the poor. On the eve of his death, he asked for a small package, which was in the pocket of his jacket; with his
paralyzed hand wrote this note to a friend: "These are the injections for Converso. The prescription is by Sappa.
I forgot to renew it. Could you do it on my behalf?"
His family expected Turin's elite and political figures to come to offer their condolences and attend the funeral;
they naturally expected to find many of his friends there as well. They were surprised, however, to find the streets
of the city lined with thousands of mourners as the cortege passed by, out of the reverence felt for him among
the many people he had directly helped during his brief life.
On May 20, 1990, in St. Peter's Square, Pope John Paul II beatified the "man of the eight beatitudes", this
"tremendous mountain climber", as he also called him. Pier Giorgio’s mortal remains were since transferred from
the family tomb to the Cathedral of Turin, where he now rests.

JUST ONE PERSON CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
By Jack Murphy, Atlanta, GA, National VOP Chair
"I have a passion for the issues that face those we visit. And I know that advocacy would help. But I'm just one person.
What can I do?"
You hear this sometimes as we discuss starting a Voice of the Poor committee or asking for someone to act as the
conference VOP contact. In fact, you may have thought this to yourself at one time or another.
Of course, if we all let those thoughts drive our actions, we wouldn't be Vincentians in the first place.
Whether we sort food in a pantry or visit people in their homes, we make a difference. Have you ever been standing with
our collection basket or watching it move through the congregation and notice the number of people who reach into their
pocket to make a last minute donation? They know about our ministry and believe in the great work we do but may have
forgotten that we have a collection scheduled for that day.
Just think of the chain reaction impact you have on that donor and others in the congregation. You helped fund our work.
You've help that person reflect on our service to the poor. And all of this work will make a difference in the lives of many.
That is often the way that advocacy begins.
I am writing this on the anniversary of the day that Mahatma Gandhi inadvertently began his "civil disobedience" career.
Gandhi was a young lawyer sent to segregated Pretoria, South Africa to work in an Indian law firm. He had a first class
train ticket but another passenger took exception to a "non-white" traveling in first class. He was forcibly removed from
the train. This exposed him to a racism to which he was not accustomed. Individually, he began to practice the nonviolent
resistance we're familiar with.
Gandhi didn't plan to protest apartheid that day. I can't imagine he intended to start a movement. And, while he was
trained as a lawyer, his passion was for justice. The rest he learned as he went along.
That is the way it is with VOP folks. We already have a passion for charity. When you couple that with the lessons we learn
during home visits and other meetings with those in need, it doesn't take long until you start to move from "someone
should do something about this" to "I need to do something about this".
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Hunger is one of those issues that should be unifying but is sometimes
divisive. No one is satisfied that, for many kids, the two meals they get in
school may be the only decent food they eat all day. Very few would argue
that "food deserts" aren’t a contributor to obesity in the US. It's when we
get down to solutions that we start to clash. Frequently, that disagreement
isn't over the facts of hunger but over the lingering myths about the poor.
Last week I saw a screening of the movie "A Place at the Table", which was
sponsored by the Atlanta Food Bank. This movie does a good job of trying
to clarify the facts about hunger in America. It can be a great way to
stimulate discussion about the topic in your parish. This is just one of the
ways you can be a Voice of the Poor.
I’ll leave you with three thoughts and let the Holy Spirit do the rest:




In his charge to the original Macintosh design team, Steve Jobs
instructed them to "make a dent in the universe."
The French Catholic writer Gabrielle Bossis received a vision from
God: "There are people I am waiting to reach only through you".
"Just so, your light must shine before others, that they may see
your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father." Mt 5:16
A HUMANITARIAN CRISIS
Who hears the cry of the young mothers and children detained at the border?
By Giulio Grecchi, Tucson, AZ, Western Region Voice of the Poor Representative

Children have been arriving to the US in increasing numbers from Guatemala, Honduras, and El
Salvador, escaping from violence and personal threats by criminal gang, besides poverty.
The tens of thousands of children traveling alone, some as young as five years old, are
apprehended at the Border and held in detention centers for an undetermined period, until
relatives can be located. The Border Patrol generally provides for their physical needs, but their
psychological and emotional conditions are often devastating and their future is uncertain.
To get to the US/Mexican border, they had to travel for at least 15 days through Mexico, where
many were subject to abuse and blackmail. We do not know how many never made it through
Mexico, possibly becoming victims of human trafficking. However, for these kids the risks
encountered in their travel pale against the violence and threats they faced in their country.
Families with children have also been arriving in increasing numbers from the same countries, to
escape violence and poverty.
They were lured into migrating by unscrupulous crime rackets, who, against payment, promised
them safe passage to the US, assuring that they will be welcome when they arrive.
Children and families attempt to cross the US/Mexican border, mainly through Southern Texas.
The Border Patrol of that sector apprehends most of them, but overwhelmed by the volume of
new arrivals, often busses or flies those apprehended to Northern Texas, Arizona, and California.
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There, families are processed and then released, often at night, to the local Greyhound bus station
with little money, food or other resources. The intervention of local charities is their only hope.
Eventually, they will attempt to reach their relatives in locations across the US, where they must
report to local Immigration
authorities
for
further
proceedings
and
possible
deportation.
In many ways, these are not
migrants, but refugees. They
are similar to the Syrian and
Iraqis who have fled to Jordan
or to Turkey. As Vincentians
deeply committed to caring
for
the
poor
and
the
vulnerable of our society
wherever we find them, are
we willing to understand
their fear, their precarious
situation
and
welcome
them?

Sectors of the US-Mexico-border (From U.S. Customs and Border Protection)

Background
The current crisis comes on top of the ongoing migration issues, caused by lack of economic
opportunities in Central American countries (the so-called “push factor”) and by the desperate
need of cheap labor by many US industries (the so-called “pull factor”).
As we all know, because there are no simple, reasonable and practical legal ways to migrate to
this country, migrants from Mexico, Central America and elsewhere, both children and adults, have
been coming into our country undocumented. Our immigration system, not updated for decades,
is at the source of the 10-12 million undocumented migrants currently in the US and the root
cause of thousands of deaths in the desert, millions of deportations, separated families and many
social ills.
Something has to change
Everyone says that something has to change, ordinary citizens say it, members of the Border
Patrol say it and so are the Border Communities, the Governors of Border States, and the US
Government.
What has to change?
We have little control over the violence or lack of economic opportunities that made migrants leave
their country.
What we can control is what is happening in this country. We need to address what is at the heart
of the problem:


How do we meet the tremendous need for labor in agriculture, in chicken farms, in
construction, in home services, etc.?
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How do we limit the huge inflow of illegal narcotics, a flourishing hidden market?
How do we heal those who have fallen victim to narcotic addiction and prevent others from
becoming so?

These are the questions that we should be asking.
Updating immigration legislation to meet the economic requirements of our country can
go a long way in addressing undocumented
immigration. An orderly migration process that
allows workers and their families to enter our
country legally and provides asylum for victims
of violence would leave only drug carriers and
other criminals that have something to hide
trudging through the desert to cross the
border.
The Border Patrol could then
concentrate its efforts to catch those criminal
and limit the import of narcotics!
Border Patrol vehicle near Tucson (From Wikimedia Commons)

What can we do?
1. Continue to advocate for immigration reform, the only thing that can ensure the long- term
stability and well-being of many migrant families. The Senate passed Comprehensive
Immigration Reform last year. The House has yet to do so. It is essential that the House of
Representatives forthrightly address these complex and divisive issue. There is good
support in the House for Immigration Reform, but unfortunately, the House leadership has
not allowed legislation to come to the floor. It is imperative that we continue to put pressure
on our Representatives by writing to them or, better yet, by bringing groups of Vincentians
to meet with their staff at their local district offices. This is the link to the recent Action Alert
issued by Sheila Gilbert, our National President:
http://capwiz.com/svdpusa/issues/alert/?alertid=63272546&queueid=10442621931
2. We can also advocate that the US Government allocate sufficient resources for the
compassionate handling of children and families, detained at the Border or with temporary
stay, pending further proceeding and deportation.
3. We can provide immediate help to immigrant families living in our communities (often split
families or families living in hiding) or twin with Councils in the border areas that are
supporting the new immigrants upon their arrival.
4. Pray that our country treats these children and families with compassion and gives them
protection. They are our brothers and sisters, who are the crucified members of the Body
of Christ.
WHO ARE THESE CHILDREN?
Bishop Mark Seitz of El Paso provided the USCCB testimony at a hearing in the House Judiciary
Committee on Wednesday, June 25. During his testimony, shared the stories of three children—
one from El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras—to give the committee a sense of the reality of
the violence they are fleeing:
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Marta*, age 16, was born and raised in El Salvador, where she lived with her mother, father,
brother and sister until just a few months ago. Currently, Marta is in a secure juvenile facility in
the United States because she entered the U.S. without status.
Marta reports having a very happy childhood, being involved with her church and that she is very
close to all her family members. Now she is separated from everyone she knows in the world,
because she had to flee for her life.
One day back home, Marta witnessed a fellow student’s death as he was shot in the back by the
gangs on his way home from school. Then the threats against Marta began. Members of the La
Mara Salvatrucha (MS13) gang have repeatedly tried to recruit Marta to assist them in their
criminal activities and have threatened to kill her and her family. Marta has been beaten, and
threatened with a machete by gang members. At one point, the police intervened by relocating
Marta’s family to the countryside, but the gang still located Marta. Few community members are
willing to assist her family out of fear of the gang. Marta’s choices were to flee the country, join
the criminal gang, or possibly be killed. After being in hiding for months, Marta’s mother sent
her to the U.S., to save her daughter’s life. The family continues to be in hiding in El Salvador.
Marta cries repeatedly out of fear for her family’s safety and is suffering from post-traumatic stress
disorder. Marta is applying for asylum in the U.S. and has been approved to transfer to a foster
care setting while she navigates immigration proceedings with the aid of a pro-bono attorney.
Ana*, age 15, grew up in Totonicapán, Guatemala, living with her biological parents and nine
siblings. On an average day, Ana woke up at 5:00 AM to clean the house, and then sewed dresses
until 9:00 PM, at which time she would fix dinner for her family and go to bed. Prior to migrating
to the U.S., Ana had completed fifth grade before her father decided
The Lord is knocking
that her time would be better spent working. The impetus for her
at the door of our
migration was the severe physical and emotional abuse she suffered at
hearts. Have we put a
the hands of her father, who was unable to sustain steady employment
sign on the door
and suffered from alcohol abuse. In June of 2013, Ana’s mother
saying, 'Do not
secretly arranged for her to travel to the United States in hopes of
reunifying with her 30 year-old sister in Houston, Texas. She travelled disturb?’
mostly by car, stopping to sleep in basements and warehouses on her
Pope Francis
way through Mexico.
Once near the northern border of Mexico, she spent three nights in a trailer while the guide waited
on other members of the group to arrive. Ana was given little water and nothing to eat while
waiting in the trailer. On the third night in the trailer, the guide attempted to rape Ana, but another
traveler pulled him away. The next day, after crossing into Texas, the guide again tried to rape
her but his efforts were once again thwarted. Angry at her rejection, the guide abandoned Ana in
the middle of the desert and returned to Mexico. Ana continued to walk until she found a farm and
was subsequently apprehended by Border Patrol.
Maria* is a 16-year-old girl from Honduras who arrived to the US and was placed in ORR custody
in July 2013. She was referred for home study due to having been the victim of sexual abuse at
the age of 13. While in Honduras, she had suffered additional abuse that began with harassment
in her country of origin by La Mara Salvatrucha (MS13) Gang. Maria was pursued, brutalized and
attempts at recruiting her culminated into the brutal beating of her mother and other family
members, constant threats of kidnapping, and an eventual kidnapping by MS-13 gang members.
Eventually Maria sought assistance and tried to get out of her confinement and recruitment by
the gang. She finally devised a plan to escape, and under the ruse of going “shopping”, the child
arranged to escape to her sister’s house. However, when the gang realized that the child had
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escaped, they surrounded the home to which she fled. Local authorities eventually secured Maria,
debriefed her, and helped her relocate to protective custody in another part of the country. The
child’s mother insisted that she be moved to the care of a family member (aunt) in a nearby city
in Honduras, but this only lasted a short time, since gang members found out this location and
pursued and harassed Maria at this location as well. Since this incident, Maria has not had any
contact or involvement with this gang, and eventually fled to the United States for fear she would
be killed. Maria is currently being cared for by a foster-care family and awaits her court date. *
All names were changed to protect children’s’ identity
This is the link to the entire text of Bishop Seitz testimony: http://www.usccb.org/about/migration-policy/upload/BSeitzfinaltest.pdf

The Office of Refugee Resettlement established a parents’ hotline so parents can try to locate their
children: 1-800-203-7001

HOMELESSNESS
Begin with Recognizing Personal Dignity to Help Others Break Out of the Cycle of Homelessness
By Paul Starkey, Voice of the Poor Chair, Sacramento Diocesan Council
Rule 7.1 provides: "The Society is concerned not only with alleviating need but also with identifying the unjust structures
that cause it. It is, therefore, committed to identifying the root causes of poverty and to contributing to their elimination.
In all its charitable actions there should be a search for justice."
Two recent news stories tellingly reveal the extremes of attitudes toward the homeless. In one story, we hear of
crackdowns across the country, including Honolulu, where the paradise city is dealing with the impact of homelessness
on needed tourism. In another story, a federal appeals court in Los Angeles has recognized that homeless people have a
right to live out of their cars.
The causes of homelessness are varied and complex. Yet one overriding reality cannot be emphasized enough. The
homeless are our brother and sisters in Christ, and entitled to be recognized with the dignity and worth of every human
person.
Yet individuals who are homeless, more often than not, are lumped together and categorized as the “problem” of
homelessness, as I hear them called “those people,” and “your clients.” In our communities, we demonize the homeless
as “druggies,” “addicts,” “lazy,” “freeloaders,” and “scammers“–and worse. And, as community, we deal with ”the
problem” as “nuisance” or “crime” to thwart the conduct of those “vagrants,” “beggars,” “panhandlers,” “illegal campers,”
“trespassers,” and “shopping cart thieves.” Our political “solution” for the homeless then is a systemic approach to ignore
them, create barriers and structures that marginalize or ostracize them, and make them criminals for “camping,”
“sleeping,” or “begging for help.”
The Society, through the Voice of the Poor, must seek every opportunity then to bring systemic change to this reality for
those who are poor, and especially the homeless. What is needed in every approach to “solve” homelessness in our
communities is the fundamental recognition that those persons who are poor and homeless deserve, like you and me, of
having their individual dignity respected. This is not a novel concept but comes right out of our Catholic heritage and is
recognized throughout our Vincentian Rule.
In West Sacramento, California, an approach to begin with the “dignity principle” has been put into real and practical
effect. Last year, the city made addressing issues of homelessness part of its strategic planning. Through the efforts of a
city-hired consultant, various interest groups--law enforcement, business owners, neighborhood groups, service
providers, church and faith groups, including our local St. Vincent de Paul conferences, and even persons homeless or
recently homeless—met over a period of months to discuss their different perspectives and interests in the issues around
homeless. The final, adopted policy document, which not unexpectedly focuses on the city’s responsibilities for health
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and safety, contains one feature that is remarkable. As one of its “principles,” it recognizes “the dignity” of the homeless
person.
More than lip service, this guiding principle creates a policy document that necessarily eliminates those systemic
approaches that would “demonize,” then marginalize the homeless person. The dignity principle opens the door, and
keeps it open, for ongoing dialogue and evaluation about whether and how city services are being used. For example,
does law enforcement conduct its operations in ways that recognize the dignity of the poor and homeless person? Are
the city parks fairly open to everyone in the community? Is city transportation a barrier or a help to the person that is
homeless? Are ordinances and code enforcement applied with the dignity principle in mind? As tensions arise between
various interest groups in the community—literally, disputes among neighbors—the dignity principle can be put at the
center of those conflicts as the measure by which disputes will be worked out.
Time will tell. In the meantime, there is more work to be done. But having agreed to recognize the dignity of homeless
persons, the community can move ahead together. And that is a good start.
RESTORATIVE JUSTICE

PRISON MINISTRY AND EMERGENCY REENTRY PROGRAM (SVDP-PM)
By Lois Jackson, Wilmington Delaware Council, Voice of the Poor Eastern Region representative
Two Forms of Prison Ministry
In 1995, a SVdP Conference (St. Dismas) started at the men’s prison in Smyrna, DE. In 2001, another SVdP conference
(now called Sts. Perpetua and Felicity) started at the women’s prison in New Castle, DE. All voting members are inmates.
Volunteers attend their meetings and contribute in many ways. The Vincentian charitable work of both conferences is to
distribute personal care products (soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, etc.) to the inmates who are unable to
purchase them in the commissaries. The SVdP prison ministry supplies the products to the conferences on a regular basis.
In discussion with the conference members at their
meetings, volunteers learned that when an inmate
is released, he or she often goes out with no
resources, not even the basic necessities of life:
shelter, clothing, and food. Volunteers began to
pick up inmates as they were released and help
them obtain emergency shelter, food and clothing.
Volunteers quickly realized the need for a separately
organized and funded conference and this is how
SVdP Prison Ministry started.
Serving ex-offenders is not different than serving
any other person who contacts a conference for
help, with the exception that ex-offenders bring
with them major obstacles to self-sufficiency within
the community—a record of recent incarceration.
Prison Ministry pioneers: (from the left) Paul Collins "founder", Jim Woods (foreground),

It became apparent early on that to best serve this Barbara Faulhaber (far right). Joe Hannis is in the background in the striped shirt
particular population, we had to become more
inventive in our service methods and have more predictable sources of funds. Some of the new initiatives included:



Building relationships with the Department of Corrections wardens, treatment services staff, and probation officers
Building working relations with service providers in the Diocese, public agencies, non-profits and private sector for
transitional and emergency housing, employment, social services, therapeutic and other physical supports that help
ex-offenders integrate into society
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Building relationships with foundations and other appropriate sources of funding.

We developed a Vincentian-based “home visit” process for interviewing inmates about one month prior to release. The
information from the interview helped us to understand their needs after release, and make the transition to the
community a little smoother. We gave our cell phone numbers to inmates at the interview to facilitate communication
before and after release. We also gave our cell phone numbers and email addresses to Prison counselors and other staff.
(We now freely communicate with prison staff by those means.)
When needed, two volunteers pick up the individual at the prison, immediately upon release, and provide the means for
them to live safely and to function in the community. Almost all of them still have obligations to the state, such as
frequent visits to a probation officer, payment of fines, and the like. We expect the individual to cooperate fully in his or
her successful transition back into society.
Vincentians continue to make “home visits” as needed and assist until the individual’s situation has become stable and
the person can act independently. We will often remain in touch with the woman or man, in a more personal way, for
long after they have become full citizens again.
The prison ministry is an all-volunteer organization with overhead expenses of only 1%, since its startup.
Working towards Systemic Change
Information from justice councils, reentry newsletters and government agencies highlight the enormity of obstacles facing
offenders, while incarcerated and after release into the community. Examples of those obstacles for ex-offenders include
housing, child support, women and reentry, employment, education. Professionals in the field call them “collateral
consequences”; they are tough and can be numerous for just one individual.
SVdP Prison Ministry volunteers were engaged early in effecting systemic change in the assessment, treatment and
rehabilitation of prisoners. We were invited by Governor Markell to be part of a work group, charged with producing a
comprehensive plan to meet the needs of Delaware’s prison population and corrections system, to be submitted within
90 days. The result was a plan called I-ADAPT (Individual Assessment, Discharge and Planning Team). I-ADAPT identifies
the barriers, needs, resources, and plan for “sustainable reentry.” It provides five pillars for supporting sustainable reentry:
Employment, Education, Housing, Human Services, and Community Integration. The work group submitted its 31-page
report to the Governor in April 2009. Recommendations were introduced in the prison system soon thereafter; acceptance
and implementation took a little longer.
SVdP Prison Ministry also established two residences for released men. These houses are unique—they admit men who
had been in prison for sexual offenses. There are many issues concerning housing for ex-sex offenders—each of us
probably conjures up a host of images, conceptions and convictions at just the mention of “sex offender”. Along with
society’s general attitudes there are a host of strict laws governing where they may live, including disclosure of their
presence to the surrounding community, probationary conditions, and a stigma that might never go away. SVdP-PM
stepped out, in the footsteps of St. Vincent, in providing suitable residences for all men. The residences operate about
the same as other group houses. There are, of course, house rules; violation of the rules will result in immediate eviction.
This particular work is not without its challenges and surprises—some pleasant and some very frustrating. Often
we volunteers have arrived at a prison for an evening conference meeting and are turned away at the front door because
all activities have been cancelled and the prison is under lockdown. Sometimes we learn why we were turned away and
more often, we never do. Nevertheless, as Vincentians, we Serve In Hope.

A GENEALOGY PROJECT FOR INMATES
By Sue Beal, Voice of the Poor, Mid-Willamette Valley Council, OR
Currently, I am working on a genealogy project for inmates. As a member of the Mid-Willamette Valley Genealogy Society
I was invited to volunteer to assist inmates to research their genealogy. The notion is that inmates who have knowledge
of their family roots and a connection with a community have a better attitude and better perspective on life and are
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more motivated to change. Inmates with knowledge of their family history are reported to have a lower recidivism
rate. My research is from home on the internet and is coordinated with the prison ministry volunteer.
Our Mid-Willamette Valley St. Vincent DePaul Council participated in a grant from the federal government 3 years ago for
a mentoring program for inmates returning to the community. The program was coordinated through Marion County.
One year after the grant expired, our Council was contacted by the Department of Justice requesting detailed information
regarding the recidivism rate of the inmates involved in the program. Shari Crawford, SVDP Emergency Services Director
spent a year collecting data from Marion County in order to satisfy the requirements of the Department of Justice. We
received an email June 19, 2014 from the State Policy Advisor, U.S. Department of Justice saying the “grant has been
closed since March 7, 2014”. We had been holding funds in the amount of the grant in reserve awaiting approval of the
grant closing, as we had been instructed that if we could not provide necessary documentation we would have to repay
the grant.
One of our Queen of Peace SVDP Volunteers, regularly visits Hillcrest Juvenile Detention facility visiting with young male
offenders. In June, our Queen of Peace SVDP Conference provided funds to assist these young inmates to create clothing
items for residents of a local shelter.

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE POSITION PAPER
For the SVdP Position Paper on Restorative
Tools/Programs/Voice-of-the-Poor/Position-Papers

Justice,

see

http://www.svdpusa.org/members/Programs-

For further resources on Restorative Justice see: http://catholicsmobilizing.org/programs/restorative-justice/

Systemic Change Workshop
HOPE IN ACTION®
in Los Angeles
July 24-26
Moving Forward to End Poverty through Systemic Change!
The “Hope in Action” 3-Day Workshop is designed to train those Vincentians throughout the country who
will be responsible for planning and implementing systemic change. All Councils are invited to send teams
of three-to-five Vincentians who will be responsible for this planning and implementation role within their
Council.
Identify your team to participate in the “Hope in Action workshop,” scheduled for July 24, 25, and 26 in Los
Angeles, CA. Seminar participants will learn how to implement the Society's vision at the conference,
council and special works levels to achieve our vision to "End Poverty through Systemic Change" ― one
person, one family, one neighborhood, one community at a time. The cost will be $325 per person, which
covers meals and conference materials, and the hotel rate at the Hilton Los Angeles Airport will be $119,
plus tax, per day (single or double). Please contact Mike Syslo, Senior Director of Governance, at (314) 5763993, ext. 203 or at msyslo@svdpusa.org and let him know if your council
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PART 7 OF THE RULE: THE LEFT FOOT OF LOVE IN ACTION
By Michael Stratton, Seattle Archdiocesan Council, Voice of the Poor Western Region Representative
Recently the Western Region held their annual Regional meeting in San Diego. The focus of one of the
sessions was on the "Rule", more specifically Rule 7, "Relationship with Civil Society - Work for Social Justice"
As members of the Society we give immediate assistance to those we have the privilege to serve in the form
of food, rent and utility assistance, beds for the children. But, that is only the minimum of this wonderful
ministry, the Right Foot of Love in Action. Without the Left Foot, advocacy in the form of Voice of the Poor, we
find ourselves going in circles. The Left Foot of
Love in Action allows us to go in a specific direction
of finding mid and long term solutions to the
problems that affect those we serve. Problems in
the form of legislative action that work against
those same individuals. Payday lending laws that
put an untold burden with high interest rates on
those that need just a little, to fix a car in order to
get to their jobs. Bus routes that are eliminated,
stranding people without any other form of
transportation.
We envision a civilization of love, "a more just
society in which the rights, responsibilities and
development of all people are promoted."
From: USCCB http://blog.loyola.edu/mission/files/image008.jpg
As Vincentians, we listen to the voice of the Church, as expressed in Catholic Social Teaching, which
demands our participation in creating a more equitable and compassionate society. We have the distinct
privilege to approach issues of social justice because we see them from those we visit, who suffer. We help
these faces of Christ speak for themselves, but when they can't or unable WE must speak on their behalf.
As Vincentian, we oppose discrimination of any kind and we
work to change the attitudes of those who view the weak or
different with prejudice. The Society strives, with charity to foster
new attitudes of respect and empathy for the weak, so all are able
to understand, recognize and defend the rights of each person to
be responsible for his or her own life. Systemic Change requires a
change in our attitudes, allowing those in poverty to take the
initiative necessary to change their circumstances. For us
Vincentians it means stepping back, allowing those in poverty to try
on their own, to act as advisors.
Fredric Ozanam, the founder of the Society of St Vincent de
Paul, taught us that: "Charity is the Samaritan who pours oil on the
wounds of the traveler who has been attacked. It is Justice's role
to prevent the attacks."
Michaels Stratton making a point on Part 7 of the Rule
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FROM THE WESTERN REGION

Western Region Voice of the Poor Website
The new Western Region Voice of the Poor website is now available: http://www.wrvop.org/

What you see above a partial view of the Home Page. Then, scrolling down
the page, several tabs provide important Voice of the Poor information
The second tab has a link to the “Position Papers” of the Society on the
National web-site.
The third tab, “Resources”, includes help on How to start and sustain a VOP
Committee, on Congressional Visits and it includes Educational presentations
and videos. Some resources are available through the National web-site,
others reside on this site.
After a brief discussion of “Systemic Change”, the next several tabs, contain
an archive of the Western Region VOP newsletters, both in chronological
order and by subject.
Finally, the last tab, “Contact” offers a way to send a message to Voice of the
Poor or to subscribe to the newsletter and Action Alerts.
Please check it out and feel free to use it!
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2014 Western Regional Meeting in San Diego, CA
When I was asked to attend the Western Regional Workshop in San Diego this past May, my first
response was “I don’t know if I have the energy right now.” This very human response was soon
changed by the Holy Spirit, who had other plans. Nancy Ban, my companion, and I did attend this
inspiring and enriching workshop. We both returned home energized and wanting to share all that we
had experienced with the other members of our Sacred Heart Conference in Patterson, CA.
During the session on the Strategic Action Plan for the Western Region, we were ‘humbly’ proud of the
fact that during this past year, our conference had begun work on four of the five goals that three of
us had set at the Nevada Workshop and which were later accepted by our conference.
When I recall the Morning Prayer on Friday, led by Gene Smith, the spiritual advisor for the Western
Region, I see in my mind the lovely power point (I now have a copy of it!) and the meaningful quotes
from Pope Francis. When Gene ‘disappeared’ to become the voice of Frederick Ozanam, I felt a new
passion to reach out to the poor, the homeless, the hungry. Frederick was there with us!
This was the first workshop I have attended that dealt with the Rules of the Society of Saint Vincent de
Paul. Nancy was struck forcefully by the call to be a Vincentian; that it is a call to a vocation. It is not
just another ministry; another committee to serve on; another meeting to attend. It is first of all a call to
growth in one’s spirituality and love of God and then to serve the poor in a Vincentian way.
I was very impressed with the whole concept of building strong and loving relationships within the
conference. We need to see God in each other and then we can go into the marketplace and radiate
that love. Then God will enable us to see HIS face in each of his sons and daughters, rich or poor.
My congratulations and sincere thanks to all the Vincentians who planned this weekend; the facilitators
of each presentation; and the many others who worked behind the scene. It was a fantastic experience.
Reported by Sister Anne Marie Berthiaume, DHS, VOP, Patterson Conference, CA
It is appropriate that my first SVDP Western Region meeting was also my first trip to San Diego. It was
so energizing to meet with other area Catholics committed to serving the poor and marginalized like
Jesus. Starting with the rosary and Mass every morning, the time just flew by.
I was amazed by the Veteran recognition ceremony aboard the USS Midway on Friday evening. Seven
wars were represented and we sang all the songs of the various military branches. I realized that these
men and women served their country and were now serving their Lord with as much honor.
I met a young man, 22, from Anchorage, Alaska and was encouraged to hear about the young members
joining during their college years. I felt the glimmer of hope for the future of the nation, while sadden
that this service was necessary.
I was so inspired that I signed up to attend the Systemic Change session in Los Angeles. I prayed, God
if you want me to go make it possible. Again as with San Diego, He is. I look forward to not only serving
God through St Vincent de Paul work, but also encouraging others to do the same.
Reported by Ann Myers, VOP, Our Mother of Sorrows Conference, Tucson, AZ
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CALIFORNIA
From Sacramento
The Sacramento Diocesan Council VOP Chair Paul Starkey attended the Western Region Conference in San Diego in
May. There, Paul had the opportunity to meet with other VOP advocates, including Sal Gonzales, of the newly re-energized
Los Angeles area Voice of the Poor. As a result, the following week, Paul was able to join Sal Gonzalez and Darlene Miller,
VOP advocates from Oxnard, CA for a productive lunchtime meeting in Sacramento with John Bauters, a homeless
advocate and lobbyist with Housing California.
In an idea coming out of our monthly VOP telephone conferences among Western Region VOP leaders, Paul is following
up and inviting Vincentians in conferences throughout the Sacramento Diocesan Council to look at the VOP position papers
and to consider joining VOP based on personal interest in the issues presented in the position papers. That approach has
already had some success. Diane Clarke, a Vincentian from St. James Conference in Davis, California, who has an interest
and expertise in restorative justice, recently joined the Sacramento VOP “core committee.” Diane will make a presentation
at our quarterly VOP “advocates” meeting in July, which will be held alongside our Diocesan Council “Day of Spirituality.”
In West Sacramento, Our Lady of Grace (OLG) Conference members continue to work with other faith groups to meet with
the City of West Sacramento to explore options for a local transitional shelter. Sadly, recent funding efforts for a federal
grant fell through. OLG Conference is monitoring local impacts of state/county prison re-alignment. We believe this issue
should be of statewide concern. Recent reports (e.g., Sacramento Bee) suggest not all counties are meeting the demand
of increased local incarceration and/or release. In short, a new class of poverty is being systematically introduced into our
communities.
Reported by Paul Starkey, Sacramento, CA
v

California VOP leaders at the San
Diego Regional Meeting (left to right):
Sal Gonzalez, Darlene Miller and Paul
Starkey

From Los Angeles
Formation of VOP Committee in Los Angeles Moves Forward
The Los Angeles Council of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul is making major progress in restoring its Voice
of the Poor Committee. The Archdiocese of Los Angeles, with approximately five million professing members,
16

is numerically the single largest diocese in the United States. But, over the last two years, the Voice of the
Poor has been inactive in the archdiocese.
On April 24, Claire Padama, president of the Los Angeles Council board, appointed Sal Gonzalez to chair and
form the committee. Sal is a board member of the Los Angeles Council and president of the Santa Clara
Church conference in Oxnard, California.
Since then, Sal has moved rapidly to begin formation of the committee. Already, he has about six members
and plans to add more members. On June 29, he spoke before a general meeting of Vincentians from the Los
Angeles Council in Palmdale, CA. He described the purposes and functions of the Voice of the Poor at the
national, regional and local levels. Seven Vincentians expressed an interest in joining the committee.
Earlier, on June 17, Sal and Vincentian Darlene Miller, met with Jaime Huerta, of Archbishop Jose Gomez'
staff for coordination on immigration reform, a task and priority of the national VOP and the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops. Archbishop Gomez wrote a book on immigration reform. He currently chairs the U.S.
bishops' Committee on Migration. Because of the archbishop's interest and leadership on immigration, the
VOP committee will need to have a representative from the Archbishops Office on immigration issues, Sal
explained.
Council President, Claire, provided Sal with further guidance in forming the committee, recruitment of
members, providing that every effort be made to recruit members with special skill or interest in the particular
program. Sal said this was excellent advice as he plans to add members with particular interest in the priorities
of the national VOP such as immigration reform, affordable housing, homelessness, health care for the poor,
restorative justice, just wages, etc. She asked that Sal work closely with Susana Santana, Associate Executive
Director of the Los Angeles Council and in charge of Vincentian services, for staff support.
Los Angeles VOP Chair meets with Congressman's Staff over Immigration
On June 23, Sal Gonzalez, chair of the Los Angeles Council VOP, met with the staff of Congressman Ed
Randall Royce, in Rowland Heights, California, and asked for support of immigration reform in the House of
Representative. Fellow Vincentian Darlene Miller accompanied Sal to the meeting.
Sal met with the staff in response to a request from the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops and the Western
Regional VOP Chair, Giulio Grecchi. He pled for support of legislative immigration reform; at the very least that
the Congressman support an up or down vote on immigration reform. The staff was respectful and receive the
request politely, Sal said.
The staff also said that they would try to arrange a meeting between Sal, Darlene Miller and the Congressman
the week of July 7-10 in Washington D.C., when Sal and Darlene are in Washington attending a conference on
migration. The conference is being sponsored by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.
ARIZONA
From Phoenix

Our committee has been working with all our District and Conference Presidents to encourage greater
participation in the advocacy work of VOP. We have contacted each Conference President to ask that they find
or appoint a VOP rep for their conference.
In early July, we have an appointment to meet with Blanca Varela, Deputy District Director in the office of Rep
Ann Kirkpatrick, to discuss Immigration Reform. We have also sent out Action Alerts to all our members to ask
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them to call, write, visit or e-mail their Senators and Representatives to encourage movement forward on this
important issue.
We are also following the movement in our state to reform to re-tool the Child Protective Services Agency.
Many positive changes are occurring and we have called and contacted the Governor to thank her for her
attention and work on this much needed reform.
Our committee takes a two months break in the summer months. Our next meeting will be on September 29th.
Reported by Julie Douglas, Phoenix, AZ
From Tucson
A number of Vincentians are volunteering at Catholic Community Services of Southern Arizona,
the organization that coordinates helping children and families dropped as the Tucson Greyhound
bus station by the border patrol. They are working together with many volunteers from churches
of many denominations.
Mike Gutierrez of Catholic Community Services
provided training at Most Holy Trinity Parish in
Tucson for volunteers, who will help migrants
arriving at the Greyhound bus station. A number
of Vincentians took part in the training
(Photo by Linda Victoria).

As the flow of migrants continues, monetary contributions are needed. Funds will be used for
temporary lodging, while migrants make travel arrangements to their destinations, for food and
for other necessities. Contributions by check can be sent to:
 Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Tucson Diocesan Council, 829 South 6th Avenue, Tucson,
AZ 85701
For online contributions click on: http://svdptucson.org/donate/donate-money/
or to:


Catholic Community Services, 140 W. Speedway, Ste. 230, Tucson, AZ 85705
For online contributions click on:
http://www.ccs-soaz.org/Donations-to-Assist-Migrant-Women-and-Children.html

In either case, please make sure that you specify “for immigrant women and children”
Reported by Giulio Grecchi, Tucson, AZ
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2014 NATIONAL ASSEMBLY IN ATLANTA, GA

Wednesday, September 24, 2014 - Saturday, September 27, 2014
AT THE ATLANTA MARRIOTT MARQUIS
Registration is NOW OPEN! Click on:
https://www.regonline.com/builder/site/default.aspx?EventID=1278122
We look forward to seeing you in Atlanta!

** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **

Social Action Summer Institute
Washington University
St. Louis, MO - July 20-24
“Setting the Captives Free: Embracing Christ in the Victim,
Offender, & Community”
(Restorative Justice)
For more information and registration, please click on:
http://catholicroundtable.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/SASI-Info-1-Day-Price-Cut-6-1714.pdf
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