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Dear Western Region Vincentians:
May 2014 OUT OF POVERTY… reports on the powerful and moving experience
of the Mass at the Border Wall with an article by Father Clete Kiley, discussing
the many tragedies taking place daily at the border. Later, in the reports from
the Region, we have a brief note describing the impressions of the event by
one of the Vincentians who were present.
OUT OF POVERTY… continues with two articles discussing poverty. The stories
of two families help us understand the very different situations that we
encounter during home visits. The first family successfully moved out of
poverty, after much commitment on their part and much help and advice by
many dedicated people. The second story challenges us to find a solution. It is a
far more complex situation, which we have not yet been able to address
effectively.
The Navigator Program discusses an innovative proposal by Voice of the Poor
in Phoenix, recommending for each conference to have a Navigator team to
help matching the needs of the people we serve with resources available in the
community.
Subsequent articles on Medicaid Expansion and Restorative Justice bring an
update on those two issues, which so often are the cause of poverty.
Finally, in the last section, the newsletter includes news on the activities of
Voice of the Poor teams across the region, each moving forward with one or
more of our goals: Advocacy, Catholic Social Teaching Education and Expansion
to new Conferences and Councils.
To be noted-- the participation of Vincentians from three different states in the
Parish Social Ministry Training, which took place in Tualatin, OR. Their
interesting comments and impressions show that it was a worthwhile event.
Giulio Grecchi
Tucson Diocesan Council
Voice of the Poor - Western Region Representative
You are receiving OUT OF POVERTY… because you expressed interest in the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul’s Voice of the Poor.
If you no longer wish to receive OUT OF POVERTY… e-mail voiceofthepoorwr@cox.net
with "Delete" in the message.
If you do not receive OUT OF POVERTY… and you would like to receive it directly in
the future, please send a request to voiceofthepoorwr@cox.net
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VOICE OF THE POOR
Voice of the Poor does not take
positions for or against a political
party or individual candidates.
However, Voice of the Poor is
interested in working with those
elected officials of either party,
who support initiatives that will
benefit people in poverty, children,
elderly, immigrants (documented
or not), and all of those that SVdP
serves.

SPIRITUAL READING AND REFLECTION
Reading from Matthew – Chapter 13.31-33
The Parable of the Mustard Seed
31. He proposed another parable to them. “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that a person
took and sowed in a field.
32. It is the smallest of all the seeds, yet when full-grown it is the largest of plants. It becomes a large
bush, and the birds of the sky come and dwell in its branches.”
The Parable of the Yeast.
33. He spoke to them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed
with three measures of wheat flour until the whole batch was leavened.”
Reflection
Both of these parables refer to the powerful growth of the Kingdom of God from its small beginning, when Jesus
recruited his first Apostles.
The black mustard is a large annual brassica plant with yellow flowers, which grows from extremely small seeds.
Leaven is the substance used in baking. Traditionally, in the evening, women added a very small quantity of old
fermented dough to a large quantity of flour, to make new dough that would rise and lighten by the next morning.
Both of these parables are teaching us that once a natural process has started, growth will be the predictable
outcome.
Isn’t this what happened when Blessed Frederic Ozanam founded the first “Conference of Charity” on April 23,
1833 with six of his friends? By the time of his death, 20 years later, there were 15,000 Vincentians in 12 countries,
assisting the poor and needy. By now, there are 770,000 Vincentians in 149 countries. Is this not a powerful
growth?
Across the country small groups of Voice of the Poor Vincentians work at removing the obstacles that keep people
in poverty. Sometimes, they train and encourage people in poverty themselves to advocate. When this is not
possible, Vincentians have to be their voice, the Voice of the Poor, representing them in the societal bargaining
process!
It is only a small number of Vincentians that are currently active in Voice of the Poor. They feel the urgency of
bringing justice to those who suffer. The process is in motion. Others will join in. Results are happening and will
multiply over time. It will be another example of the powerful growth of the Kingdom of God.
VOICE OF THE POOR PRAYER (by Ruth Zemek)
Lord of all people,
During your time on earth you identified with the poor and instructed us to care for one another, for our neighbor
and especially for the least of our brothers and sisters.
Be with us as we advocate for the poor.
Help us to persevere in joy and love on their behalf.
Add your voice to ours as we speak out for those who are not heard in our communities.
Guide us as we work, comfortable in the knowledge that we are doing your will for this day, and time, and place,
and that you will take care of tomorrow.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, his Blessed Mother, our patron St. Vincent and our founder Blessed Frederic.
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QUOTES TO CONSIDER
"People say, what is the sense of our small effort? They cannot see that we must lay one brick at a time,
take one step at a time. A pebble cast into a pond causes ripples that spread in all directions. Each one of
our thoughts, words and deeds is like that. No one has a right to sit down and feel hopeless. There is too
much work to do,"
Servant of God Dorothy Day (From Catholic Charities’ Parish Social Ministry News and Notes, March 2014)

Quote of the Month from Pope Francis (From SVdP Frederic's E-Gazette 1-10-2014)
"The Church, guided by the Gospel of mercy and by love for mankind, hears the cry for
justice and intends to respond to it with all her
might"
[Libertatis Nuntius, XI, 1].
In this context, we can understand Jesus' command to his
disciples: "You yourselves give them something to eat!" (Mk
6:37): it means working to eliminate the structural causes of
poverty and to promote the integral development of the poor,
as well as small daily acts of solidarity in meeting the real
needs which we encounter (Evangelii Guadium, no. 188).

Excerpt from Sermon of Martin Luther King - Feb. 4, 1968 (Sent by Joan Delaney, VOP, Long Island, NY)
“Jesus gave us a new norm of greatness. If you want to be important, wonderful. If you want to be recognized,
wonderful. If you want to be great, wonderful. But recognize that he who is greatest among you shall be your
servant. That's your new definition of greatness. And this morning, the thing that I like about it, by giving that
definition of greatness, it means that everybody can be great. Because everybody can serve. You don't have to
have a college degree to serve. You don't have to make your subject and your verb agree to serve. You don't
have to know about Plato and Aristotle to serve. You don't have to know Einstein's theory of relativity to serve.
You don't have to know the second theory of thermodynamics in physics to serve. You only need a heart full of
grace. A soul generated by love. And you can be that servant.”
For those of us involved with Voice of the Poor, this is a wonderful prayer to contemplate. Let us together
contemplate how we can all aspire to be great.
Joan Delaney, VOP, Long Island, NY

We are not to simply bandage the wounds of victims beneath the wheels of injustice, but we
are to drive a spike into the wheel itself." Dietrich Bonhoeffer
(German Lutheran pastor, theologian, anti-Nazi dissident, martyr, and spiritual writer)
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A PRIEST REFLECTS ON THE CATHOLIC MOMENT ON IMMIGRATION REFORM
By Father Clete Kiley of the Archdiocese of Chicago and Director for Immigration Policy for UNITE HERE
Catholics in Alliance for the Common Good originally published this article
Reproduced by Out of Poverty… with permission.

By now, many of us have become familiar with the

their efforts to be reunited with their loved ones, and

cold facts and statistics of our nation’s failed

to find a way to a better life.

immigration system and the immense human

The two-day delegation of U.S. Catholics bishops to

suffering it causes. Twenty-five thousand Central

Nogales certainly brought the human reality to the

American children cross our border every year trying

forefront. The journey, which I was privileged to

to be reunited with their families. Ten million people

make, was really more pilgrimage than anything

live in our country without authorization and are

else- a deeply spiritual encounter. At each stop on

exposed daily to exploitation. Thirty thousand

this pilgrimage, as Cardinal Sean urged, we found a

people are detained, many sent to for-profit private

neighbor, a fellow human being.

prisons at a cost of over $2 billion dollars annually.
And over 400 people, men, women and children, die
in the desert just outside of this town of Nogales,
alone and, too often, nameless.

And 2.1 million

people have been deported in the past six years
breaking up families, disrupting the workforce, and
damaging communities.
But in his powerful homily at a Mass where the altar
abutted the hideous, rusting 30-foot high fence at
the border in Nogales, Arizona, Cardinal Sean
O’Malley reminded us that these are not simply
statistics. Reflecting on the parable of the Good

Bishops pray for those who have crossed through the desert (Picture

from Bishop Monday memo, Diocese of Tucson)

Walking through a dried riverbed, an arroyo, much
used by the immigrants and the coyotes that lead
them,

we

experienced

just

how

brutal

and

dangerous this crossing is. I found myself stumbling
through the soft sand. At another moment, someone
yelled out to one of the bishops: “Watch out for that
cactus, it is a Jumping Cholla”. This is a cactus with
very painful needles that will actually reach out and
attack you if you get too close. At another spot, we
were warned the rattlesnakes were out early this

Cardinal O’Malley, Bishop Kicanas (l.) and Bishop Elizondo
(r.) (Picture by Christine Krikliwy – VOP, Tucson)

year. They told us at night the temperature could be
freezing and in the daytime in summer as high as

Samaritan he challenged every one of us in the

120 degrees. As we walked, we found abandoned

United States to find a neighbor, a fellow human

water

being, in each of the suffering people who risk their

bottles,

knapsacks

filled

with

the

few

possessions someone carried, and torn shreds of

lives and at times lose their lives in the desert or in

jackets still hanging on long thorns. It was this
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human detritus that caused each of us to pause and

to tell you of the layers of grief and sadness this stop

consider: a fellow human being suffered through

on the pilgrimage raised.

this. Did they make it? Did they die along the way?

We crossed the border into Sonora, Mexico led by

What was their name? Did they find their family

Jesuit Father Sean Carroll, and accompanied by the

again?

Mexican Federal Police for our protection from the

We spent time with the Border patrol and found in

cartels, to visit a comedor, a sort of soup kitchen

them neighbors, too; fellow human beings whose

operated jointly by the California and Mexican

compassion for the vulnerable was palpable, and

provinces of the Jesuits. I could not help but think of

whose experience of the cartels that control these

the great image Pope Francis uses for the church- “a

parts was horrific. They explained the border

field hospital”. Here twice a day those deported, and

strategy they must follow as a matter of U.S. policy.

those waiting to cross the border, come to be

At another moment on the pilgrimage, we reflected

fed. They are much younger than they were three

on U.S. government policy. It seems the 1994 NAFTA

years ago on my first visit here. In fact, many are

treaty allowed goods to flow freely through this

teenagers. They are overwhelmingly from Chiapas,

border. But it did not allow people to move freely

and Oaxaca, heavily indigenous areas, and from

with the goods. In fact, U.S. government policy

Central America.

clamped down on the movement of people, and

and already alert to the violence and dangers around

forced those moving north through three zones

them. The first feeding is not simple food; it is

along the U.S. border: near San Diego, near El Paso,

spiritual. Each guest is called by name and escorted

and here in Nogales. The government didn’t even

to a table, and served. Volunteers abound and are

bother with a fence in many places because the

joyful. The message is clear: You are my neighbor; a

thinking was if anyone wanted to try to cross the

fellow human being; you have dignity. Bishop John

desert, they were free to take their chances with the

Wester of Salt Lake City and I were at a table talking

cartels or with the desert. “If they die, tough luck.”

with several of these young men. As we left, they

Clearly, people desperate to rejoin their loved ones,

told us they would go to the Mass the next day.

They arrive exhausted, hungry,

or find work to care for them, will take just such
risks.
We learned from the medical examiner that deaths
in the desert rose from about 15 per year to over
400 per year- a direct result of this government
policy. The medical examiner opened the freezer
door and showed us the rows of body bags of the
nameless dead. With great respect, he showed us the
personal effects of those dead. Later we saw skeletal
remains, which the forensic anthropologist was
hoping to identify. Silence was our response,
haunted by Cardinal Sean’s question: Who is my
neighbor? You could not be in this place without

KBI Comedor (Picture by Margie Carroll, Regional Director
of Ignatian Volunteer Corps in San Diego)

asking who was this person? What was their name?
Is their mother or father, or spouse still looking for
them? And, perhaps, another chilling question for

From the comedor we visited a women’s shelter run

me as an American: how can it be that this person is

by Sisters of the Eucharist. The halcones, or “look

dead

calculated

outs” for the cartels watched every step we made. At

government policy? It would be an underestimation

the shelter, we met with women who had been

and

unknown

because

of

a
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deported in attempts to be reunited with their

we are all the children of God, neighbors, fellow

children in the U.S. One woman had fled her country

human beings. At one point, Bishop Wester and I

when her husband threatened to kill her and her

looked over at the fence and we saw the young men

daughter. In another meeting nearby, the mothers

whom we had sat with the day before at the

of teenage boys from the Mexican side of the border

comedor. They were smiling and waving at us

shared their grief and anger at the killings of their

through the slats of the fence. As Catholics, we

sons by the U.S. Border Patrol. One teenager was

proclaim the Eucharist is the source and the summit

shot through the fence from the U.S. side of the

of the Christian life (Lumen Gentium #11). It takes

border fourteen times in the back. We were told the

us out into the world and brings us back to the

FBI has been investigating this case for the past year

praise of God and communion with one another.

and a half. What happened to these neighbors of

When I looked and saw Cardinal Sean and Bishop

ours? What is being done about it? How does the

Jerry Kicanas giving communion to hands reaching

human heart bear this? Clearly, this was another

through that border fence, I don’t know if I have

pilgrimage moment.

seen such a Catholic moment in my 40 years as a
priest.

On another stop, we attempted to attend a session
for the Streamline Court at the federal building in
Tucson, where people are brought before a judge in
shackles, consult for 2 minutes with an attorney,
enter a plea, and are sentenced. Sixty-seven people
were scheduled to be processed that afternoon. We
arrived about forty minutes into the scheduled court
session only to be told the judge had handled all
these cases in 32 minutes. Some folks were
sentenced to 60 days, others up to 180 days. Many
were sent to a for-profit prison. Again a wave of
shame and anger as I wondered: how can somebody
with this picture? Later we heard just how profitable

Hands reaching across the Border wall
(Picture by Christine Krikliwy – VOP, Tucson)

a business this can be as the margin is made by an

This was an iconic moment, showing us who we

make a profit on such human misery? What is wrong

inflated bill to the federal government, and stingy

really are before God and with and for each

rations and medical care for the incarcerated. For a

other.

number of years I walked past our Supreme Court

And it was a reminder of St. Augustine’s

words: “we may live in the city of men, but we belong

every day. All I could image in my thoughts was the

to the city of God.”

carving above the door: Equal Justice under the Law.

All of this then leads me to urge Catholics in Alliance

What has happened to our legal system? To us as a

for the Common Good, and Catholics everywhere,

people of law?

and people of Good Will across this country to

Cardinal Sean said in his homily along the border

discern again “who we are before God”; “who we are

fence: “we are here to discern our own identity as

as nation.” The moral imperative we will find woven

God’s children.” That was certainly an impact of the

into this identity will impel us to shake up every

pilgrimage, but no more so than in the celebration

politician, both political parties, and our nation to

of the Mass. Cardinal Sean lead the congregation

act now and fix this broken immigration system.

gathered there on both sides of the border to affirm
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WHAT IS POVERTY?
By Dan Torrington, Tucson Diocesan Council President

Many define “Poverty” as the state of human beings who suffer because of scarcity of material
means of surviving: little or no food, shelter, clothes, healthcare, education, and, in general, of
those means that would allow one's life to improve.
In reality, poverty goes far beyond economic deprivation. Dr. Ruby Payne, a widely quoted
authority on the subject of poverty, defines it as the lack of key resources, as follows:
1. Financial – Having the money to purchase goods and services
2. Emotional – Being able to choose and control emotional responses, particularly to negative
situations, without engaging in self-destructive behavior. This is an internal resource and
shows itself through stamina, perseverance and choices.
3. Mental – Having the mental abilities and acquired skills (reading, writing, computing) to
deal with daily life. Education, especially Early Childhood Reading, GED, etc.
4. Spiritual – Believing in divine purpose and guidance.
5. Physical – Having physical health and mobility.
6. Support Systems – Having friends, family, and backup resources available to access in time
of need. These are external resources.
7. Relationships/Role Models – Having frequent access to adult(s) who are appropriate, who
are appropriate role models and who do not engage in self-destructive behavior.
8. Knowledge of Hidden Rules – Knowing the unspoken cues and habits of a group.
9. Coping Strategies – Being able to engage in procedural self-talk and the mindsets to move
issues from the concrete to the abstract.
Dr. Payne also speaks of poverty as being either Generational (poverty for two generations or
longer) or Situational (caused by circumstances, such as job loss, divorce, death, illness, natural
disaster).
As a whole, Dr. Payne ideas are very useful in
recognizing the cause(s) of a problem(s).
Once
understood, solutions become far more focused.
Money may only be a part of the solution. A person
may lack the ability to navigate the social welfare
systems (due to health conditions, mental disabilities,
or lack of transportation), or might not know how to file
for unemployment, SNAP, Social Security benefits, etc.
A person may need help in building a social support
network. Dr. Payne’s work suggests that Vincentian
assistance often needs to be more than paying a bill or
delivering a box of food.
(http://digiphotostatic.libero.it/EX_LIBRIS/med/dd02f0739c_3946544_med.jpg)

Vincentians sometimes express concern that they lack the training necessary to offer solutions
that are more permanent. Vincentians need not question their credentials. The essential element
is to do our best with the resources at hand and do it with love and compassion. The second part
of our role as Vincentians is to add to our knowledge of both actual and potential resources.
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PULLING ONESELF UP BY THE BOOTSTRAPS
By several members of the Tucson VOP team

We hear this sentence often. Many consider it a virtue, something that one should know how to
do, when meeting adversity. For sure, we owe a lot of respect to those, who after an adversity
are able to recover, re-establish themselves and be successful again.
But, how common is this? Why is there still so much poverty? Why so many do not pull themselvesup by the bootstraps? Can everyone do this?
The distinction between Situational or Generational poverty might help us understand.
Situational Poverty
In situational poverty, people can pull themselves up by the bootstraps, but very often, they need
at least some help. These are people, who find themselves in difficulty because of job loss, illness,
migration to a new country, or death in the family. Often, they are eager and motivated to do
better. Usually, they already have a social network and skills. What they need is friendship in a
moment of difficulty, encouragement, and targeted programs that solve their specific problem.
Then, they will eagerly take the opportunity to become self-sufficient again. A guiding hand can
make a big difference on how fast and how well they can recover.
Here is a story of what it takes to lift a family out of situational poverty, offered by Tom
Jefferson, VOP, St. Cyril of Alexandria conference in Tucson.
“The Dhimal (not their real name) family with three children, a boy age 9 and two girls 13 and 16 arrived in Tucson, Arizona,
at the end of March 2008. The family had been forced out of Bhutan a decade ago. They arrived under the sponsorship of
the International Rescue Committee, IRC. IRC supported the family for the first six months after their arrival. Support
included apartment rent, health care, and an initial stipend for necessities. The caseworker along with volunteers helped
the family sign up for food stamps, apply for jobs, enroll children in school, and instructed the family on how to use local
transportation, and, in general, connect to programs, available in the community, that would help them improve and adjust
to their new lives.
My son was initially involved with helping this family, but soon my wife, Jan, became involved as
well, spending far more time than my son, who had less flexibility with his schedule. Jan helped
finding furniture and appliances for their apartment, sign up for a bank account, finding and using
markets that they could walk to, finding local thrift stores, writing a resume and job applications,
finding and using a bicycle to get to work, etc. Then, finding and using a local library branch, where
they could walk to and get internet access and a bit of relief from the heat of their apartment.
Other help included getting medical care, and serving as an advocate and advisor.
At one point, near the end of their six-month’s medical coverage, the school nurse found that one
of the daughters had a major hearing loss. The cause of the loss was a chronic ear infection in both
ears, which required surgery to correct, which eventually improved her hearing significantly. At
the same time, she also discovered that the children had never seen a dentist. All five members of the family needed
cavities filled, and it was a scramble to complete the work before the dental coverage ran out. The youngest daughter had
severely misaligned teeth, which had a significant impact on her appearance. The dentist was able to pull several teeth
to prepare her for orthodontia through the St. Elizabeth Clinic at extremely reduced rates. Jan was instrumental in making
all the connections necessary for these procedures, which initially seemed out of reach for the family.
8

During those two years, Jan spent over a 1000 hours helping the family and especially the children. She was available
several times a week for different activities, such as taking one of the children out of school and bringing them to doctor
appointments, so that the parents did not have to miss a day of work and the child did not have to miss a full day of school.
My wife and son were not the only ones involved with this family, the IRC’s caseworker, other volunteers, and a rapidly
expanding refugee community from Bhutan were involved. This gives an idea of how much effort it took.
The most important element in becoming self-sufficient is adequate income from work. The parents, Jay and Reeta, were
healthy, well educated, and had good English skills; their verbal communication, however, was still labored since they
learned English from non-native speakers. Their limited English restricted job opportunities to those where communication
was not a major concern. On the other hand, low skilled minimum wage jobs were also in short supply in 2008, due to the
recession. With IRC’s help, Reeta was able to get a housekeeping job at a local resort hotel. Jay was unable to find work
during their initial six months in this country. Making ends meet with just one minimum wage salary was very difficult.
Jay and the oldest daughter were able to earn some additional income with part time odd jobs. Jay found it especially
difficult not being able to support the family. At the same time, it was very difficult for him to accept a low status job.
Finally, with the help of another volunteer, Jay found a job as a dishwasher in an assisted living facility: a job that offered
health care. Reeta was never happy working as a housekeeper at the resort and found a better job working in housekeeping
at a local hospital. Although, Jay and Reeta were grateful for having found steady work, they had to accept supervisors,
who, in their eyes, were less qualified than they were. In order to find better work, both Jay and Reeta took courses to
become patient care technicians. Soon, Jay found a second job in this field, while continuing to be a dishwasher. Just
recently, after five years, Jay finally found a full time job as a patient care technician in a retirement home. Reeta, in
addition to her regular job, spends time volunteering with new refugees.
Over the past 6 years, the family accomplished a great deal. They achieved total self-sufficiency. All the children have
done very well in school. Since their arrival, they focused on earning scholarships that would allow them to go to college.
The two oldest daughters are both at the U of A, with full scholarships, and the youngest son is doing well in high school.
In 2012, they all became U.S. citizens. With the help of a $50,000 personal loan from a volunteer, Jay and Reeta were able
to purchase a home at the best possible time, and have since paid back the personal loan. Recently, they were finally able
to purchase a SUV.
In conclusion, it is apparent that this family will be successful in their life in Tucson. This was possible because of the
tremendous amount of initial help provided. They had no idea on how to function in this country, but they arrived with
good education, good health, initial English skills, good attitudes, and excellent social skills. These assets were essential
for their success. At the same time, I doubt that they would have done so well without the significant initial help
received. (Tom Jefferson, VOP Tucson)
Generational Poverty
When poverty has been multigenerational, we often find that people do not have the boots, nor
the straps, to pull themselves up. They lack the most basic skills to do well in society and their
first priority is survival. Their social network is usually limited to others in the same circumstances.
For these people it is usually very difficult to break out of the vicious cycle of poverty, unless help
covers the entire range of their needs: from emotional, to spiritual, psychological, educational,
medical, etc. Unfortunately, most often, available programs are limited to short-term economic
help, which will not move people out of poverty.
Only after the needed care is provided, a spark can light up their spirit, a spark that gives them
the necessary faith and motivation to do better.
Consider this story from home visits by St. Frances Cabrini conference in Tucson:
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When we responded to Monica Solomon’s call for help with her electric bill of $341, which the
Society paid, we learned that Monica (not the real name) was 25 and a single mother of five
children, 6, 5, 4, 2, 3 months. Her birth parents abandoned her when she was 6 years old. Her
grandparents took her in and raised her. Monica was a poor student and dropped out of high
school after the 10th grade. At age 17, the grandparents booted Monica from their home because
of her bad behavior. Monica was soon pregnant with the first of five
children.
Monica has little family support, except for that one sister that
occasionally provides limited assistance. There is no support from
any of the multiple fathers. Monica derives her scant livelihood from
baby-sitting and assistance from public and nonprofit agencies.
The toll of poverty, multiple pregnancies, substance abuse and the
lack of a loving relationship are apparent in Monica’s demeanor,
health and appearance. Her ambitions for herself and children are
very low. Monica herself needs mothering, help with her addictions
and guidance on how to parent.
St. Frances Cabrini Parish

The best hope out of poverty for the Solomon children is that they are inspired to learn to read at
an early age. Early reading skills are a child’s first and most crucial step out of poverty! Due to
circumstances not of their choosing, Monica’s children will receive very limited reading skills at
home. Odds that the children will break free of poverty become even more daunting given the fact
that their neighborhood elementary school does not meet AZ educational standards.
Without intervention, Monica’s children will live a life of poverty.

Vincentians have provided immediate assistance, but it only makes a difference
temporarily. How do we help this family move out of poverty? Can any programs public
or private heal this situation? Programs are certainly necessary, but what this family needs
is so much more. Who can win their trust and guide them step by step?
Even more than the Bhutanese family, they need to be “adopted”. Who can walk with
them and stay with them until they are able to change their circumstances? How long will
it take? How many people need to be involved?
We have not yet found an answer to these questions, but we feel challenged by this story
and want to search further for solutions and people willing to help.
We are well aware that we might have oversimplified how to go about helping those who
need to change their circumstances, but the stories we have reported give an idea of the
real complexities of moving people out poverty.
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THE NAVIGATOR PROGRAM
By Ronald Mayer, Voice of the Poor Co-Chair, Phoenix
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MEDICAID EXPANSION – STILL MUCH WORK TO DO

By Giulio Grecchi, Voice of the Poor Western Region representative
Medicaid expansion is a key component of the Affordable Care Act. One of the central goals of
the Affordable Care Act is to significantly reduce the number of uninsured, by providing a
continuum of affordable coverage options through Medicaid and the new Health Insurance
Exchanges.
The expansion of Medicaid would cover most low-income adults up to 138% of the federal
poverty level, as of January 1, 2014. Following the June 2012 Supreme Court decision, each
State has the independent option to adopt the expansion of Medicaid.
Most States in the Western Region have expanded Medicaid, but four States are still opposed or
hesitating: Alaska, Idaho, Montana and Utah. Overall, 24 States have either refused the option
or are still considering it.
The opposition to the expansion is unfortunate, when one considers that:
1. Millions of low-income people, many of them minimum wage earners, remain without
medical coverage, because they:
 Earn too much, up to $15,000 a year, to qualify for traditional Medicaid.
 Earn too little, to receive subsides through the Health Insurance Marketplace (even
though those earning more qualify for financial subsidies that help them pay for health
care premiums).
 Are too young to qualify for Medicare.
2. By choosing not to expand access, these states are leaving billions of dollars in available
Medicaid federal funds, which would have helped the local economies and created jobs.
It is encouraging to see that in a number of States, where opposition was very strong initially,
either the legislature (Maine) or the Governor (Michigan, Ohio) are now trying to make the
expansions a reality. This is not always easy to do, because both the legislature and the
Governor have to give consent to the expansion and both have to overcome their ideological
prejudices.
Yet, sometimes, the review process has resulted in a State designing its own creative alternative
to the formal Medicaid expansion, like the premium assistance solution in Arkansas, also called
“Private Option”, which has received a Section 1115 waiver and is now under implementation,
providing affordable medical coverage to all low-income residents earning up to $15,000 a year.
Iowa and Pennsylvania have also proposed similar solutions, but they are still under debate.
These alternatives have encouraged Utah and other States to examine the Arkansas model and
come-up with solutions of their own.
In Idaho, for the last two years, Voice of the Poor Vincentians have worked with Catholic Charities
soliciting the expansion of Medicaid. In February, Frank Monasterio, Vincentian from Mountain
Home, ID, testified at a hearing of the Joint Finance and Appropriations Committee of the
legislature, sharing information supporting the expansion of Medicaid. There is still much
opposition in the legislature. They hope for better developments in 2015.
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RESTORATIVE JUSTICE

By Giulio Grecchi, Voice of the Poor Western Region representative
For years, the Society has taken a strong position on Restorative Justice. The National Board of
Director formalized our position in 2006, with a paper released by Joe Flannigan, the national
president at that time. The position statement, consistent with Catholic teaching, highlights the
fundamental principles of Restorative Justice, which fully recognize the rights and concerns of the
victims, ensure the accountability of the offenders, while suggesting to preserve the dignity of
everyone by offering to those offenders, who cooperate, a chance at re-habilitation and reintegration into society. The position statement is available at:
http://www.svdpusa.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=fLAHDZTPo6Y%3d&tabid=236
Except for limited local initiatives, for a long time
there have been little opportunity to make positive
changes in this area.
Currently, however, there are a couple of bills in
Congress, which could make a difference:
The Smarter Sentencing Act (S.1410) is a
modest first step in reforming the nation’s broken
sentencing, especially the one-size-fits-all policies,
such as mandatory minimums.
The Second Chance Act (S.1690/HR3465)
would address some of the issues facing the more
than 650,000 men, women and juveniles who reenter
society each year from federal and state prisons, in
addition to those from local detention centers.
In their letters to Congress, the Bishops remind
everyone that:
Our Catholic tradition supports the community's
right to establish and enforce laws that protect
people and advance the common good. But our
faith teaches us that both victims and offenders
have a God-given dignity that calls for justice and
restoration, not vengeance.
The bishops of the
United States, in their 2000 pastoral statement,

Responsibility, Rehabilitation, and Restoration: A
Catholic Perspective on Crime and Criminal Justice ,
stated, “Just as God never abandons us, so too we
must be in covenant with one another. We are all
sinners, and our response to sin and failure should
not be abandonment and despair, but rather
justice, contrition, reparation, and return or reintegration of all into the community.”
Picture from Pew Center on the States
http://www.pewstates.org/research/data-visualizations/the-high-cost-of-corrections-in-america-85899397897
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The U.S. criminal justice system is the largest in the world and imprisons more people than that
of any other nation. Although national incarceration rates have dropped the last three
consecutive years, the overall incarceration rate has increased 500 percent during the past
thirty years. As of 2011, approximately 7 million people were under some form of correctional
control in the United States with close to 2.2 million people incarcerated in federal, state, or
local prisons and jails.

We do not know when Congress might start examining these bills. Please be ready to support
them, when the Society or the USCCB issues Action Alerts.

FROM THE WESTERN REGION

WASHINGTON
Letter by Michael Stratton, Seattle Archdiocesan Council Voice of the Poor Chair, to District Council
Presidents
Dear Council Presidents, I hope that the start of spring finds you well.
I recently sat down with Tom Link, Archdiocesan Council President, to discuss what his expectations of me as your
Archdiocese Voice of the Poor chair and what my goals should be.
Under Strategic Goal 4 of "Ending Poverty through Systemic Change", one of the objectives is to identify those councils
and conferences without VOP activity and work to find representatives and support their activities.
We will need also to reach out to those that already have representatives to answer any questions and concerns. It is our
goal to have a VOP representative in each conference, in order to keep ourselves informed on issues that affect those we
have the privilege to serve.
Frederic taught us "Charity is the Samaritan who pours oil on the wounds of the traveler, who has been attacked. It is
Justice's role to prevent the attacks."
The information regarding conferences with liaisons will be inputted to a worksheet along with any activities regarding
actions taken, issues won and alerts sent. This will be shared with the National Voice of the Poor.
I realize that this will be a large undertaking with roadblocks and pushbacks, but with patience, the importance of Voice of
the Poor as part of the Society will be better understood. What I would like from you is a list of the conferences that
currently have a VOP liaison. I will reach out to them to answer any concerns and then I will prepare a plan to contact
those conferences that do not have a liaison. I believe in Voice of the Poor and in what it can do to help those that we
have the privilege to serve.
Pope Francis calls us to be involved, "Politics is one of the highest forms of charity because it seeks the common good".

Reported by Michael Stratton, Seattle, WA
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OREGON
On April 4 and 5, the Archdiocese of Portland and Catholic Charities USA organized a Regional Parish Social Ministry
Training in Tualatin, Oregon. The theme of the encounter was “Opening a Horizon of Hope: Transformed by Christ to
Love All”. Numerous Vincentians from Oregon, Washington and Idaho attended and enjoyed lectures by Sheila Gilbert,
our National Council President, Candy Hill of Catholic Charities, Joan Rosenhauer of CRS, among others.
Here are comments and impressions from some of the Vincentians, who attended:
From Maureen Sloan, VOP, St Helens, Oregon
This ranks as one of the most inspiring, meaningful, and practical series of sessions I can ever remember attending. All
the presenters I heard were excellent and they raised the consciousness of us all regarding Catholic social teaching and
how our work should reflect these values.
Sheila Gilbert spoke on the topic of Poverty and Economic Inequality. She challenged us to see how the poor - the people
we serve - are caught in a web of stress and chaos, which often leave them with few good choices. Each day there is a
new crisis - water bill one day, electric the next. We need to understand, for example, why they barter their food stamps
for other goods or services that they need. We need to bring hope, not just food, money, etc. Even if we have no material
goods to share, we can walk with them: God
is there, and we are there, for them.
She talked about systemic change as a way
we can think outside the box and try to bring
about some meaningful change to those who
come to us for assistance. It gave me
something to think about - not that we have
to stop doing what we do, but that in some
cases we could do more, and actually move a
family out of poverty.
For instance,
temporary poverty, such as job loss, seeking
a first job, etc. may require our concentrated
assistance for several months, but at the end,
we have an individual, or family, who are no
longer in poverty, and can make their own
way in the world.
Sheila Gilbert talking to a meeting participant (Photo by Debbie Fisher)
Another session gave us advice on forming a community: Community needs communion, and in church, we already have
communion! Community is an illumination of Communion; Communion is the equalizer of the diversity among the
multitude of the Church. This speaker is a community organizer, and led us through the steps necessary to form a
community to achieve a particular purpose. In the same session, a parish priest explained how his new parish formed a
community in the years before their church was built. One decision they made - to set aside 5 per cent of every collection
for the poor - allowed them to build, furnish, and then operate a food pantry on the parish land, before their church was
even built.
In addition, there were displays from the sponsoring agencies, and an opportunity to purchase free trade items including
wonderful handcrafted items, chocolate, and coffee from Equal Exchange, who work with Catholic Relief Services to
ensure a fair wage to those bringing these goods to market.
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From Kathy Iberle, Vancouver, WA
I attended the Parish Social Ministry Gathering for the Portland/Seattle area on 4/5/2014 in Tualatin OR. There were
workshops and keynotes on Friday evening and all day Saturday, attended by about 150 people, mostly from the Portland
area.
Our National President, Sheila Gilbert, addressed the cycle of poverty and the difference between situational and
generational poverty, and other speakers shared insights on collaborating with other organizations and on involving
youth.
My biggest take-away came from Candy Hill, Executive Vice President for Social Policy and External Affairs for Catholic
Charities USA, who spoke about how our government programs deal with poverty. Ms. Hill pointed out that poverty can
be changed. The 50-year-old War on Poverty initially cut the poverty rate in the U.S. nearly in half (though the rate has
since risen again). The War on Poverty also vastly reduced abject poverty such as outright malnutrition.
However, the War on Poverty combined with changes since 1964 have resulted in a “system” which can easily trap people
in poverty. Once a family is dependent on government assistance, a small increase in income disqualifies the family for
large amounts of aid, making it impractical to get out of poverty gradually. Instead, a sudden dramatic jump in income is
necessary, larger than that possible with part-time minimum-wage work. Job-training programs, which used to make
these jumps possible, have mostly been eliminated in recent years, and living-wage jobs are scarcer than ever.
This dynamic was an eye-opener for me. I was encouraged to hear that ten major U.S. non-profits (including both Catholic
Charities and St. Vincent de Paul) who recently convened for a Poverty Summit agreed that this dynamic is a major
problem, along with the Cycle of Poverty we’ve been discussing in St. Vincent de Paul. I’m hoping we will soon hear more
from these organizations about lobbying or legislation or programs to somehow change this situation. This would be a
great place for Voice of the Poor to be involved.
From Stan Miller, Portland, OR
I did attend the Parish Social Ministry Training on Saturday and participated in the workshop entitled "Poverty & Economic
Inequality" which Sheila co-presented along with Candy Hill, Executive Vice-President of Catholic Charities. Sheila, within
the framework of Systemic Change, focused on how group mission can be modified to include activities, which address a
wider range of client needs. Candy provided info on the role of advocacy in addressing issues of poverty. About a third
of the participants in that particular workshop were Vincentians. The focus for the day included a nice blend of organizing
for Social Action at the parish level, which included some ideas and approaches for inclusion and plurality, plus ideas and
factual info regarding poverty and economic inequality. The general context for the day was putting Catholic Social
Teaching into action. The blend of Vincentians, Catholic Charities staff, and Social Action groups from around the
Northwest made for a nice mix of ideas and experiences.
CALIFORNIA
The Patterson Conference, under the leadership of their Voice of the Poor representative, Sister Anne Marie Berthiaume,
DHS, is actively supporting Immigration Reform. At their recent meeting, she distributed the wonderful homily given by
Bishop O'Malley of Boston, when the Bishops met in April 1 at the Border to celebrate the Eucharist and promote the
comprehensive immigration movement.
Sr. Anne Marie’s congregation adopted a corporate stance for the DHS members, which reads, as follows:
Statement of Issue: We, the Daughters of the Holy Spirit, join the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and the
Leadership Conference of Women Religious in their call for Comprehensive Immigration Policy Reform in the U.S. With
them, we call for legislation that includes family reunification, a path to earned legalization, worker protections, and an
effective border policy that is humane rather than punitive.
Reported by Sister Anne Marie Berthiaume, Patterson, CA
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New Voice of the Poor Chair at the Los Angeles Archdiocesan Council
Claire Padama, Los Angeles Archdiocesan Council President, has recently nominated Sal Gonzalez
as Voice of the Poor Chair. Sal has been a member of the Santa Clara Conference in Oxnard, CA
since 2006, where he has been more active since his retirement. He is currently the Conference
President and serves on the Housing Committee of the LA Council.
Sal has a very strong professional bio, with a long career in public service, holding important
positions in Public Housing first in Arizona and then in California. He is also active in his community,
where he is a member of various civic organizations.
Sal plans to set-up a VOP Committee for the Los Angeles Council and he will try to get Committee
members with interest in each of the policy areas of VOP. Sal will be at the San Diego Regional
Meeting. We are happy that he will be working with us.
Please welcome Sal to Voice of the Poor, when you will see him.
The Sacramento Voice of the Poor Committee started a Speaker Bureau with the purpose of
giving informational presentations about Voice of the Poor at conferences of their District. A
number of sessions have already taken place.
The Committee is also monitoring on an ongoing basis a number of legislative issues of interest to
the SVdP Society
Reported by Paul Starkey, Sacramento, CA.
IDAHO
Hello all Western Region V.O.P. members from Boise! How did it get to be May? This year is
flying.
Our VOP team plans to meet all summer and come up with an answer to the bill passed last
March, sponsored by Sen. Heider, which allows Payday Lenders to charge interest rates and
fees, with no limitations and allows the loans to be rolled-over three times (see March
newsletter.) We hope that, in the meantime, the federal financial consumer protection
committee comes out with regulations on small loans by Predatory Lenders.
We are also studying the alternative micro-loan programs that are working so well in Texas and
in Illinois (if there are more programs that we do not know about, please share the information).
We want to be prepared in case we will have the opportunity, funds, and partners, who are
willing to collaborate on starting a program in Idaho with us.
We keep all of our Vincentian family in our prayers and hope you have a productive summer with
time for family fun. Looking forward to reading about all of your efforts in the newsletter and hope
to see all in San Diego.
Reported by Kelly Anderson, Boise, ID
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ARIZONA

Up Close: The People of the KBI - Lucy

Howell, Fund Development Committee Chair

By: Roxane Ramos
Originally published in the Kino Border Initiative's e-newsletter, Passages, Volume 1, Issue 2
Reproduced by Out of Poverty… with KBI permission
HTTP://WWW.KINOBORDERINITIATIVE.ORG/UP-CLOSE-THE-PEOPLE-OF-THE-KBI-LH/

For Lucy Howell, working on immigration issues and advocating for more compassionate and just treatment of the
undocumented migrants who cross into the U.S. is not only a matter of conscience. It is a matter of faith, gratefulness
for the blessings in her life, and a conviction to help those in less fortunate circumstances. As a mother who raised
four children and grandmother who dotes on four grandkids, she finds the plight of migrating women—and what they
must suffer through if deported—particularly heart wrenching. “To leave one’s children behind,” says Lucy, “either
to find work in the U.S. or because one is deported back to Mexico after years here, must be the source of unimaginable
pain.”
Back in 1998, Lucy joined the Phoenix Diocesan Board of St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP), just when the national charity
was about to launch Voice of the Poor (VOP), the advocacy arm of the organization. For Lucy, advocacy offered both
an education and a way to get more involved. She became a designated lobbyist for SVdP, making annual trips to
Washington, D.C. and chairing VOP from 2000 to 2011. As SVdP members became more aware of the destabilizing
impact of deportation on families and in the community, they included immigration reform on the VOP agenda for the
Arizona congressional delegation.
That’s how Lucy met Father Sean in 2009, and learned about the work of the Kino Border Initiative. “I was so inspired,
I invited Father Sean to speak to our delegation,” Lucy remembers of that
Washington visit.
Soon after, a tour of the KBI shelter and direct aid center convinced Lucy and
other VOP members that they must do more. So they organized a Phoenix
fundraiser. That first dinner was an exercise in resourcefulness and tenacity—
no budget, donated space at St. Paul’s, and volunteer chef and committee
member Ron Meyer barbecuing for a crowd of 60. The event raised $18,000 for
the KBI. Last year, those numbers rose to 140 attendees and $65,000, with an
extra $5,000 raised that very evening for a new, more permanent aid center. The
Fourth Annual KBI Dinner, chaired by Lucy as previous ones have been, will
take place on March 29 and attendance is expected to double yet again. This
year, local philanthropist Joe Anderson has offered to match the first $50,000
raised.
Lucy with Father Sean at the Third Annual
KBI Dinner in Phoenix.

All part of Lucy’s unstinting work for the KBI and her gift for rousing others
with her enthusiasm and passion, whether as neighbor, lobbyist, board member,
or event planner. She also serves on the board of Casa Cornelia Law Center in San Diego, a public interest law firm
providing free legal services to victims of human and civil rights violations, and is a member of the Ignatian Volunteer
Corps of San Diego, where she and her husband Steve now live.
Over the years, Lucy has been honored for her volunteer efforts, but she would be the first to tell you that the work
itself—helping to keep families together, advancing just immigration policies, supporting those in need—is its own
reward. Many years ago, a good friend offered Lucy the following advice: Go with your first inclination. Guided by
faith and supported by family, Lucy has done just that, following her instincts throughout her many years of service,
right to the doors—and dinner table—of the KBI.
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CELEBRATING MASS AT THE BORDER
By Christine Krikliwy – VOP, St. Ambrose Conference, Tucson
Rusted iron slats creating a 30ft high wall stretching into the blue sky, the dividing line between two countries,
the United States and Mexico. A site chosen by Cardinal O’Malley and eight bishops from El Paso to Atlanta and
local priests, to pray for immigration reform exposing a humanitarian crisis where thousands of people die each
year.
It was an amazing and moving experience. On either side of the iron-slatted wall, the faithful gathered to join in
prayer. Vincentians and Voice of the Poor traveled from Phoenix, Tucson and all over the State to join in solitude
with the clergy and citizens of the United States and Mexico in prayer. An altar was assembled and the clergy
dressed for Mass in the parking lot, preparing to pray
for reform in a global society in English and Spanish.
During Communion, Cardinal O’Malley and the
bishops came down from the altar and walked along the
border fence offering the “Body of Christ” to Catholics
on the other side of the fence, through the slats, proving
that Jesus’ love has no boundaries.
At the end of Mass, the clergy walked uphill along the
border fence (the border patrol access road) to lay a
wreath in honor of those lost on both sides of the border.
Upon conclusion of the Mass, a press conference was
held, whereby it was emphasized that immigration
reform is not a political but moral issue.
Fatima Rojas asking for help for her sister, Rosy, who was detained
by the Border Patrol (photo by Christine Krikliwy)

Photos and reporting of this unique experience appeared in numerous local and national newspaper and videos of
the event were part of many TV news programs that day and continued to appear on the internet for several days.
ATTEMPT TO DEFUND PUBLIC SCHOOL WAS DEFEATED
On April 17, the Arizona legislature defeated HB2291, a bill to expand sharply the use of tax dollars
to send students to private and parochial schools. If approved, the bill would have removed $2.1
Billion from public education by expanding voucher eligibility to attend private schools to any child
living in a zip code where the federal poverty level is 185% ($44,000). This bill would have allowed
up to 150,000 students to move from public school systems to private and charter schools.
We are thankful to those members of the majority in the legislature, who refused to follow the
marching orders of their party and stood-up for the interest of their constituents. Let us be clear!
We have nothing against private schools, as such, but we believe that the role of the State is first
of all to support public schools, which are the backbone of our education system. Public schools
are where the children of the people we serve receive their education.
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While following the casting of votes on the Internet, we
notice that on the voting board, sometimes the “Ayes”
were ahead and other times the “Nays”. We were
relieved when the voting ended with 28 Yes and 30 No.
Tucson Voice of the Poor Vincentians debated the
proposed bill, compared it with the Society’s position
statement on Education and concluded that the bill could
not be supported. They wrote repeatedly to their
legislators, asking them to reject any version of the bill
that would weaken public education. After HB2291 was
defeated, we wrote again to thank them for their vote.
Education vouchers have not worked in Arizona in the
past. The existing voucher programs provide tax money to children of active military parents,
children in foster care, children with disabilities and to those attending a D or F-rated school.
These programs have cost the State of about $12 Million, since 2011; of this amount, the Arizona
Department of Education found that about $2.5 Million remained in the pockets of the families that
received the funds, instead of being used for education.
The new voucher proposal seems to be part of a broader plan by key Arizona legislators to take
funds away from public schools and give them to profit-focused schools. If this bill had passed,
public schools, attended by 80% of children, would have lost up to $2.1 billion in funding in favor
of private school, in the name of school choice.
Rep. Ethan Orr, R-Tucson, who voted against this bill stated: “Parental choice starts with wellfunded and well-functioning public schools”. He continued: ‘The voucher discussion can occur once
we fix our funding formulas, once we make our public school system one of the best in the nation”.
Many believe that the voucher expansion is just the latest attempt at dismantling the public school
system. Over the last several years, the strategy has been to starve public schools, which have
seen more than 20 percent cut in funding since 2008.
As we expect further attempts to remove funds from public schools in the future, with further
damage to the children of the families assisted by the Society, we need to step-up our advocacy.
More importantly each of us, at the November elections, needs to vote for legislators, who commit
to stand-up for the common good and the interest of their constituents, rather than favoring
special interest groups or blindly obeying party directives.
Reported by Giulio Grecchi, Tucson, AZ
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2014 SVdP Western Regional Meeting and Workshop
San Diego Registration & Information

Date:

Friday/Saturday, May 30-31, 2014

Check in:

Thursday May 29, 2014 3:00 PM

Location:

Hilton San Diego Airport/Harbor Island
1960 Harbor Island Drive, San Diego 92101
619-291-6700

Meeting Registration: $75 per person.
Checks payable to: Society of St Vincent de Paul Western Region
Hotel Registration: $125 per night (Deadline April 27) at 800-445-8667 (SVdP Group) or online at:
http://www3.hilton.com/en/hotels/california/hilton-san-diego-airport-harborisland-SANAHHF/index.html
Shuttle from San Diego Airport
Thursday May 29th 3:00 PM
Meeting Registration:
6:00 - 8:00 PM – Meeting Reception
Friday May 30th

7:00 AM 7:30 AM 8:00 AM 9:15 AM 10:30 AM 11:45 AM 1:00 PM 4:30 PM 5:30 PM -

Rosary
Mass
Breakfast on your own
Western Region Strategic Goal Workshop – Update
“RULE” - Interactive Workshop
Box Lunch Provided with Registration
“RULE” – Interactive Workshop
San Diego Night, hosted by San Diego Council
Dinner on Your Own

Saturday May 31st

7:00 AM 7:30 AM 8:00 AM 9:30 AM 11:00 AM -

Rosary
Mass
Breakfast on your own
Western Region Business Meeting
Dismissal

Questions: Steve Jenkins sjenklink@aol.com phone: 602-266-0526 Ext 22
Mail registration form & check to:
Society of St Vincent de Paul SVDP - Western Region Event
c/o Steve Jenkins - 1501 W. Amelia , Suite #102
Phoenix, AZ 85015-6164
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